THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF SARNIA
HERITAGE TAX REBATE PROGRAM INFORMATION AND GUIDELINES
What is the City of Sarnia’s Heritage Property Tax Rebate Program?
The Heritage Property Tax Rebate Program is a financial assistance program
adopted by the City of Sarnia to help owners of designated heritage properties
maintain and restore their properties for the benefit of the entire community by
providing tax relief to owners of eligible heritage properties. The Ontario Heritage
Act allows municipalities to offer property tax relief for designated heritage
properties provided a Heritage Conservation Easement Agreement is in place.
The program runs for a period of 10 years starting in 2016, following which it will
be evaluated by Council for future consideration.
The Heritage Tax Rebate Program offers a maximum 40% tax rebate on the
municipal and school board portion of property taxes which are attributed to:
1.
the building or structure or portion of the building or structure that is the
eligible heritage property; and
2.
the land used in connection with the eligible heritage property, as
determined by the City.
The breakdown of the proposed 40% rebate is as follows:
1.

10% refund for designated properties kept in good repair (in the opinion of
Sarnia Heritage Committee after inspection) and applied for annually
before February 28th;

2.

30% refund will be made available in the form of matching (50:50) funding
for restoration and/or maintenance of designated features as approved by
the Sarnia Heritage Committee prior to commencement of the work.

There will be a limit of one heritage tax refund paid per year and up to a
maximum of ten (10) refunds per residential property and five (5) refunds per
commercial property, subject to available funding and the maintenance of the
property.

Who is eligible for a Heritage Property Tax Rebate?
Eligible Properties must:
a)
Be designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act and have been
given a rating of Good (G), Very Good (VG), or Excellent (E) as determined
by the Sarnia Heritage Committee;
b)
Be clear of any contravention, work orders or outstanding municipal
requirements or liens; and
c)
Be subject to a Heritage Conservation Easement Agreement with the City
of Sarnia under Section 22 or Section 37 of the Ontario Heritage Act.
What is a Heritage Conservation Easement Agreement?
A Heritage Conservation Easement is a legal agreement between a heritage
designated property owner and the City. Under the Ontario Heritage Act, the City
may enter into easements with owners of designated heritage properties to
ensure the conservation, preservation and protection of buildings of historic or
architectural value or interest. When an owner signs an easement, the owner
agrees to maintain the property to a recognized preservation standard. This
agreement is registered on title and allows the owner of the property to ensure
its preservation while retaining possession and use of the property. If the
Heritage Tax Rebate Program is discontinued in the future, the Heritage
Conservation Easement Agreement will still remain on title. This agreement will
continue to ensure that the property’s heritage value is still maintained.
What information do I need to include with my application?
Applications to the City of Sarnia’s Heritage Property Tax Rebate Program must
include a completed application form and the following documentation:
a)
b)
c)
d)

One copy of the registered Heritage Conservation Easement agreement
with the City;
Photographs of exterior building elevations, demonstrating the current
state of the building;
Up to date proof of insurance for the heritage property; and
Application fee.

Do I need to complete a Heritage Tax Rebate Application every year to
qualify for the rebate?
Yes, you must complete the Heritage Tax Rebate Application every year to
qualify for the rebate. The application fee is waived for renewals.
When is my application due?
A Heritage Tax Rebate Application must be received not later than the last day of
February in the year following the year for which the rebate is sought, for
example it would be due by the end of February 2016 for a 2015 application. If
you require a Heritage Conservation Easement Agreement, applications are due
by the end of December of the year for which the rebate is being sought.

How much is the application fee?
In 2016, the application fee is $100, plus the cost to register the agreement on
title to the property. The application fee is waived for annual renewal
applications.
Who do I contact if I have questions?
If you have any questions or need further clarification, please contact:
Max Williams – Planner II
Secretary of Sarnia Heritage Committee
519-332-0330 ext. 3293 or max.williams@sarnia.ca
When do I receive my tax rebate?
Once the application has been approved and processed, a credit will be applied
to the property tax account. If the account is in good standing, the property
owner will have the choice to leave the credit for future installments or receive a
refund cheque. If the account is not in good standing the credit will be applied
towards the outstanding taxes. These rebates will usually be processed in the
summer following the February application deadline.

